



KNIGHTON TOWN COUNCIL
	

Minutes of Full Council Meeting of Knighton Town Council by Zoom on Tuesday 24th November 2020 at 6:30 pm.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
           No members of the public.


           1 Members Present.

· Cllr B Andrews
· Cllr S Vaughan.
· Cllr C Branford
· Cllr M Harding
· Cllr M Vaughan
· Cllr N Johns
· Cllr B Caine
· Cllr C Bevan
· Cllr D Williams
· Cllr T Sharp
· Cllr T Taylor

           To receive apologies.

· Cllr B Hyde


2 Declarations of   Interest 

                       None.

3   Consider public leaflet and revised detailed business plan.
     
                Agreed text to go in newspaper below: -
 
Knighton residents can have their say about what facilities they would like developed at the Old Library in the town, from this week.
The town council, which is on the verge of purchasing the property, has set out its vision for the building in leaflets which will be distributed in the town this week.
They will be available from a dispenser at the town council’s notice board, on the town council’s website, a no comment Facebook page and in various shops and pubs in the town.
The leaflets will spell out the council’s ideas, the financial options for buying the building and they will confirm that there will be no increase in council tax this year because of the purchase of the former library.
Residents will then be able to contact the council with their own ideas of how the West Street property could be used.
The town council say the building will give them a physical base, provide a point of contact between the community and the town council – allowing residents to report issues or submit ideas for future development.
Small working spaces could be created which could be hired out for workspaces, group activities and meetings, and the rear grounds could be turned into a sensory garden for the community and schools to visit.
Town Mayor Councillor Nick Johns said: “We would also look to install an indoor sensory room, furnished with quality sensory and play equipment, which would be accessible to residents and visitors on an hourly basis.
“Space could also be used to create weekly drop-in sessions for parents and toddlers, in conjunction a mobile soft play provider.
“We would look to secure grants from charitable organisations to aid in funding the creation of these spaces and employ local tradespeople to install the equipment wherever possible.
“Future, longer term plans could include partnership with a community bank providing banking facilities. We have been talking to Banc Cambria but there are others and there’s the option to have an outdoor 24/7 cashpoint fitted.
“We have been given the exciting opportunity to purchase the Old Library site, enabling our town to gain a physical asset to serve our community.
“We understand that there may be a vast array of opinions regarding this decision, but please take the time to read this leaflet that outlines our plans to bring this asset to life for everyone in our community.
“We want to work with the community. We have put our ideas out there and we want to hear what ideas residents have, which we will consider as part of our future for the building.”
Anyone with ideas about the use of the old library building can contact Knighton Town Clerk Neil King by emailing neil.king321@gmail.com.
           
           Flyer
            An ASSET and Valuable Resource for the Town We have decided to purchase the old library. It will be an asset and a valuable resource for the town. Part of the building will accommodate a Knighton Town Council Office and archives. This will make us much more accessible and open to the public —something we have been criticised for. A full survey of the building has been undertaken showing the building to be generally sound but requiring a projected expenditure of £32,470 over a five-year period (£6,294 p.a.) The agreed purchase price is £80,000. A Welsh Government loan of the full £80,000 has been authorised, to be repaid over 25 years at an annual cost of £4,200, The running costs are estimated to be £5,960 p.a. These expenses will be offset by savings made, use of our capital reserves, which are earning zero interest, grant aid and letting out parts of the building to third parties and so will need very little support, if any, from the precept and Council Tax payers. Even if the whole cost was to be funded by the precept it would only amount to £18 p.a. on an average Council Tax bill. Besides giving access to the Town Council, we have exciting ideas and plans for the building, including: small meeting rooms, work spaces, a sensory room for autistic children, well maintained disabled accessible garden and the very real possibility that it will house a bank and be a catalyst for reviving our town centre. If you wish to comment on this project or any other matter, Email: neil. king321@gmail.com or write on rear of this leaflet and post in the box at Cost cutter. Published by Knighton Town Council, 9, Grove Close, Knighton Printed by
      
          4   Urgent Items

[bookmark: _Hlk54264577]The Clerk confirmed that Knighton Town Council cleaner Tracey Lloyd John has recovered from illness and started back to work. 
The Clerk has been told that  an organisation in Knighton had minutes that the Clerk of Knighton Town Council had threatened the Anglican Vicars husband John Goodband.The Clerk  assured members that this accusation is totally untrue , although the Clerk did visit the vicarage on Sunday afternoon with his wife to request that Mr G stop sending out e mails and post on Saturday and Sundays asking for information.


Meeting Closed at 7:10 pm
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